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WHO’S WHO IN ILA 
1954 
President, Elizabeth B. Hage, librarian, Scott County Library 
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braries, Iowa City; J. Archer Eggen, librarian, Cedar Rapids Public Li- 
brary ; Blanche A. Smith, librarian, State Traveling Library, Des Moines; 
ALA Representative Florence Butler, Sioux City Public Library 
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E. A. Glick, Des Moines, chairman Florence Butler, Sioux City 
D. O. Rod, ISTC, Cedar Falls Opal Tanner, Muscatine 
Dorothy Ash, Cedar Falls High School Frank Milligan, Jefferson 
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Vira Blankenburg, Davenport, chairman Radio: 
District 1, Charles Sembower, Dubuque . , ; 

University Graham Roberts, Drake University, Des 
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District 8, Mrs. Melvin Goeldner, Osceola chairman . ad 
District 9, Mrs. R. C. Cornell, Greenfield Arlene Schlagel, SUI, Iowa City 
Also for large cities and institutions: Lucille Stull, Des Moines 
Mildred Smock, Council Bluffs Christine Smith, Des Moines Technical High 
Edith Ann McElrath, Davenport School 
Catherine Clarke, Des Moines T. C. Green, State Department of Public 
Ruth Hersh, Waterloo 
Lauretta Malone, Sioux City 
Ruby Taylor, Cedar Rapids 
Irene Slevken, Dubuque Recruitment: 
E. Marjorie Smith, ISC, Ames 

. Catherine Reynolds, SUI, Iowa City, chair- 


or man 
Nominating : ; : Anna Kelly, Marshalltown High School 
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Margaret Nordholm, Waterloo ‘ Mary Gannett, Clarinda Junior College 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 
1954 


“Everyone has been wonderful and willing to be on the program, so the 
program is in final stages,” writes one of the chairmen and a hostess says: 
“We think we have everything under control and hope we can have a nice 
day for the meeting.” We hope that all the chairmen and hostesses are as 
fortunate and that all the plans that have been made since January will be 
fulfilled at the nine meetings to be held as follows: 


District Date Place Chairman 

May 12 Manchester Miss Catherine Seitz Dubuque County Library 
April 30 Clear Lake Mrs. George Wharem Mason City 

April 28 Orange City Mrs. I. L. Farnsworth Primghar 

April 29 Sac City Miss Nora Lemke Leeds H. S., Sioux City 
May 7 Boone Mrs. Marie Prendergast Jasper County Library 
May 14 Clinton Miss Clara Hinton SUI Libraries 

May 13 Mount Pleasant Miss Florence Botts Bloomfield 

May 5 Chariton Mrs. Lyda Williams Lamoni 

May 6 Council Bluffs Mrs. Mabel Johnson Atlantic 


The theme of the meetings, “The library in the community,” can include 
everything that concerns librarians, library trustees, and friends of librar- 


ies, so let’s all come and talk things over. 


If your library building looks a bit shabby and you don’t know what to 
do about it, come and listen to the experience of others who have faced the 
problem and done something about it. Maybe you are worrying about the 
publicity you are getting—or not getting. Someone is going to discuss that, 
also how best to serve the young people of the community, as well as the 
business men, farmers and others who need the library. Of course the new 
books will be discussed, and a library trustee will tell about the new manual 
which has been prepared and distributed to all members of the Trustees’ 
Section of the Iowa Library Association. And a member of the Planning 
Committee will let us in on the plans for the future. 


OOYMRM Mh wre 


This ought to be a good chance to get acquainted for there will be coffee 
along with registration and the trustees present will have a special table 
for luncheon. All in all, it sounds interesting and we hope that the weather 
will cooperate so that many will be able to attend. 


We urge you all to close your libraries and come as a group. If there aren’t 
cars enough, the trustees will come to the rescue of course. Speak to them 
about it. It is their meeting because the emphasis will be on trustees. 


Our vice president, O. M. Hovde of Luther college, will attend all the 
meetings and our president, Elizabeth Hage, will be at two-thirds of them. 
A member of the Planning Committee will be at each meeting and a trustee 
who has been chosen by the president of the Trustees’ Section, Mrs. O. W. 


Harris. 











THE TRUSTEE AND THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
by 
Justice Francis Bergan, President 

Trustees’ Section, New York Library Association 

President, Board of Trustees, Albany Public Library 
From The Bookmark, November 1953 
reprinted through the courtesy of the New York 
State Library 


One of the areas which concern the trustee is finance. He must some- 
how provide and equip and maintain the physical plant. He is concerned 
with library housekeeping and with the library pocketbook. One must be 
kept up and the other kept filled. He must find public or private money to 
pay required salaries. These matters are of concern to all librarians, but 
they are the peculiar and direct responsibility of the trustee. If a new 
branch be required, he must try to get it; if bookmobile service is indicated, 
it becomes his task to understand the need and persuade the community to 
accept the burden the need implies. 


These are matters high on the list of trustee responsibility; but there 
are other matters of first importance. In his obligation to the public com- 
munity which he serves and in his relation to the profession whose work 
sustains the public institution which he guides, the trustee must see that 
the free public library is kept free as well as public. 


The collection must afford rounded and representative material under 
competent technical supervision. The facilities of the library must be 
geared to serve varied needs, varied viewpoints and varied interests. In 
this the trustee becomes the link between the community entity which sus- 
tains the library and the profession. He represents and translates the com- 
munity values which he brings with him to the board of trustees; he comes 
to learn the professional viewpoints and standards of the librarian; his job 
is not merely to harmonize the community and the profession in construc- 
tive effort, but so to unify them that they may draw deep sustenance from 


each other. 


The democratic concept of society is not narrow or fearful or constrictive; 
it is broad, confident, expansive. Almost no institution—not even the pub- 
lic school—expresses this confidence and this expansiveness as in the scope 
given by the public library. Free self-government depends for its success on 
knowledge and the public library is the repository of knowledge—not of one 
side of questions that concern the community, but of all sides of those ques- 
tions that have been given responsible expression. It is upon the clashing 
expression of hotly challenged ideas that democracy has thrived and been 
nourished. No one can look back on the growth of the democratic society 
in which we live without seeing that it rose on the wings of the contro- 


verted printed word. 


Our free institutions did not spring from a vacuum or grow in a hothouse. 
They were forged from opinionated expressions. The 17th and 18th cen- 
tury pamphlets which debated hundreds of public subjects before thousands 
of readers became a powerful factor in that growth; the press and the mag- 
azine and the book continued and implemented that growth. The arguments 
were sometimes unfair and even outrageous, but out of the controversy 
came a development of public judgment and discrimination which is at the 
base of a successful self-government. 

In the complexity of the modern world no man can gather together in 
his private study and organize all the material which may from time to 


time become pertinent to his needs. In the average community only the 
public library can offer that material in any real accessibility; and in cata- 
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loging, only the professional librarian has the technical skills needed to give 
the right touch of value and the right sense of significance and relevancy to 
vast aggregations of materials. It is this skill, only, in selection which saves 
the mass of material from becoming chaotic bundles of paper and print. 


Vast as this material is in scope it truly reflects the depth of complexity 
of the problems of modern society. The health of a democratic government 
dealing with questions of this range depends on the informed citizen and 
the willingness of the citizen to inform himself. To this opportunity and 
to this willingness the public library offers constant implementation. 


In all this the trustee has the duty of encouragement and of courage. He 
is the trustee of free ideas as well as of public property. He typifies a 
remarkably large group of men and women in American life willing to give 
themselves and their experience freely to the community’s cause. As the 
problems of public administration become heavier and more burdensome, 
there is a marked modern tendency by public authority to call upon the 
voluntary skills and experience of the community for contribution. To this, 
the trustee, early on the scene of voluntary public service, has pointed the 
way. At his own task he has helped keep the public alive to the sheer 
necessity of informing itself on its own problems and he has strengthened 
the purpose of the librarian to see that the necessity for information has 
been met with an open mind. 





IOWA LIBRARY TRUSTEE’S MANUAL 


Because of a great need the Iowa 
Library Trustee’s Manual came into 
being. It has just been distributed 
to members of the Trustees’ Section 
of the Iowa Library Association. 


Back of the statement on the title 
page “Prepared by Trustees for Trus- 
tees” lies a story. It is a modern 
fairy story that happened to a li- 
brary when the good fairies went to 
work. Maybe Frank Milligan might 
object to being called a good fairy but 
that is what he has been to the library 
he serves. He accepted the appoint- 
ment to the library board because 
he wanted to serve and he has not 
been able to stop serving one moment 
since he started planning and acting. 
This same energy and vision was 
carried into his service in ILA. He 
was too busy to take on anything 
more, but he did it anyway. The 
Iowa Library Survey was one of his 
accomplishments and now the Trus- 
tee’s Manual. 


He has been helped in the prepara- 
tion of the manual by the other mem- 
bers of the Jefferson library board. 
Mrs. O. W. Harris, now president of 
the Trustee’s Section, a trained and 
experienced librarian herself, has 


been able to give expert advice. The 
other members of the board have 
spent time and effort on it. The fin- 
ished product is a tribute to the kind 
of service that pays such big divi- 
dends. 


The 30-page book deals with such 
questions as what makes up a library, 
what kind of a building, staff and 
book collection is best, library serv- 
ice, including county libraries, and 
library support. Then it goes on to 
the individual trustee, his responsi- 
bilities and duties, the relation of the 
board to librarian, and the librarian’s 
responsibilities. The service of the 
State Traveling Library to Iowa li- 
braries and individuals is explained, 
and questions and answers about 
legal questions that come up in the 
conduct of a library. There are also 
suggested by-laws for library boards. 


Every Iowa library should have a 
copy of the Manual and every library 
trustee should possess a _ personal 
copy, well read and with passages 
marked for reference. It is, indeed, 
a must for Iowa library boards, who 
feel deep gratitude to those who 
dreamed of such a manual and then 
went to work to produce it. 











HALSEY W. WILSON 


Halsey W. Wilson, beloved founder 
of The H. W. Wilson Company of New 
York, died peacefully in his sleep on 
Monday morning, March 1, 1954, at 
his home in Croton Heights, West- 
chester County, New York, after an 
illness of several months. Funeral 
services at North Presbyterian 
Church, 525 West 155th Street, New 
York, on March 3, were attended by 
hundreds of Wilson staff members, 


librarians, publishers, and other 
friends. 
Internationally renowned as a 


bibliographer, Halsey William Wil- 
son was the founder and Chairman 
of the Board of the world’s largest 
reference publishing house, the 56- 
year-old H. W. Wilson Company of 
New York, publishers of more than 
20 major indexing and reference serv- 
ices acclaimed as indispensable to re- 
search and scholarship in libraries 
the world over. Best known, per- 
haps, of the Company’s publications, 
are the Cumulative Book Index and 
the Readers’ Guide To Periodical 
Literature. 


On the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Company’s founding in 1948, the 
American Library Association salut- 
ed it as “the most important bibli- 
ographical enterprise ever conceived 
and brought to fruition by any one 
man.” And the Saturday Review 
commented: “The name H. W. Wilson 
is to bibliography what Webster is to 
dictionaries, Bartlett to quotations.” 
A leading educator wrote that it 
would be difficult if not impossible to 
imagine what modern scholarship or 
librarianship would be like without 
the Wilson publications. And Paul 
North Rice, then president of the 
American Library Association, con- 
veyed the appreciation of all librar- 
ians when he wrote: “It is really in- 
credible that one man could do so 
much. We take your various indexes 
and bibliographies for granted, but 
when we think of what American 
libraries would do without them, we 
realize that it is not exaggeration to 
say that you have done more for 
libraries than any other living man.” 


One of Mr. Wilson’s keys to success 
in providing library services was his 
willingness to heed the requests and 
consider the problems of the libraries 
themselves. Every publication of The 
Wilson Company has been the out- 
growth of a definite need in libraries, 
and in attempting to meet the need, 
advice of the librarians has been 
widely sought. Cooperation was in- 
deed the cornerstone of all Mr. Wil- 
son’s work. His questionnaires were 
well known throughout the library 
world, and he built up plans for col- 
laboration with librarians from all 
types of libraries on all of his major 
publications. In the case of periodical 
indexes, the subscribers themselves 
from time to time vote on the periodi- 
cals to be indexed. The Wilson Com- 
pany is in every sense a cooperative 
enterprise. 


Mr. Wilson had been a regular at- 
tendant at library conferences, in 
recent years having attained the dis- 
tinction of having attended more con- 
ferences of the American Library As- 
sociation than any other member. He 
encouraged his staff to participate in 
library association affairs and give 
generously of their time and abilities 
to committee work. In still another 
channel of cooperation representa- 
tives of the American Library Associ- 
ation and the Special Libraries As- 
sociation have been invited frequently 
to sit unofficially with The Wilson 
Company’s Board of Directors. 


In addition to his services to re- 
search, H. W. Wilson made several 
unique contributions to the field of 
publishing. One of the most notable 
is the plan he originated for saving 
and interfiling type for the “cumu- 
lative” associated with his name. 


Another unusual contribution is 
the “ service basis” method of charge, 
which not only made possible the 
publications of hundreds of reference 
volumes, but made it financially pos- 
sible for libraries on six continents to 
own them. By this plan, each sub- 
scribing library pays in proportion 
to the use made of the service. Thus, 
prices to booksellers are based on 
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their sales, while prices to libraries 
are based, in the case of book indexes, 
on the size of their book budgets, and, 
in the case of periodical indexes, on 
the number of indexed periodicals to 
which they subscribe. This works out 
to the advantage of all, since even 
the smallest libraries can afford the 
reference tools they need, and their 
payments—which include the entire 
cost of the physical volume (paper, 
printing, binding, shipping, etc.) plus 
a share in the cost of indexing—ulti- 
mately lessens the price to the largest 
libraries, as well. Thanks to this care- 
fully adjusted sliding scale of prices, 
the Wilson indexing services have 
been made generally available to 
small as well as large libraries in the 
United States and abroad, and are 
freely consulted by high school stu- 
dents as well as advanced scholars. 


Mr. Wilson was born on May 12, 
1868, in Wilmington, Vermont. As 
the man who was regarded by many 
as the greatest benefactor of libraries 
since Andrew Carnegie, Mr. Wilson 
received numerous honors from edu- 
ecators and librarians. Brown Uni- 
versity conferred on him the honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Letters in 
1939, and in 1948 he received from 
the University of Minnesota its first 
“Outstanding Achievement” medal. 
Both the American Library Associ- 
ation and the Special Libraries As- 
sociation paid special honor to him 
in 1948, on the fiftieth anniversary 
of his firm’s first publication, and in 
1950 he received the American Li- 
brary Association’s $500 Joseph W. 
Lippincott Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Librarianship. In 
the same year the University of Min- 
nesota Press published an account of 
his achievements, John Lawler’s The 
H. W. Wilson Company; Half a Cen- 
tury of Bibliographic Publishing, 
with a foreword by E. W. McDiarmid, 
a past president of the American Li- 
brary Association, in which he said, 
“Wilson has played a vital . . . part 
in nearly every scholarly activity of 
the past half-century.” 


NEWBERY-CALDECOTT AWARDS 


The Newbery - Caldecott awards 
were announced March 8 from the 
office of Frederic Melcher, donor of 
the medals presented by Virginia 
Haviland, Chairman of the Newbery- 
Caldecott committee. The official 


presentation will take place at the 
dinner June 22, 1954 in Minneapolis, 
during the ALA conference. 


Joseph Krumgold received the 
Newbery award for the most dis- 
tinguished book for children written 
in 1953. This book is... and now, 
Miguel, published by Thomas Y. 
Crowell. This is Mr. Krumgold’s first 
book. He is well known as a film 
writer and director of documentary 
films for the State Department, one 
of which formed the basis for the 
book thus honored. The author lived 
with Miguel’s family while directing 
the film. 


Runners-up are: 

Bishop, Claire B., All alone, Viking 

De Jong, Meindert, Shadrack, Harper 

De Jong, Meinert, Hurry home, Candy, 
Harper 

Judson, Clara Ingram, Theodore Roose- 
velt, Wilcox 

Buff, Mary, Magic maize, Houghton 


The Caldecott award went to Lud- 
wig Bemelmans for the illustrations 
in his own book Madeline’s rescue, 
published by the Viking Press. In 
this book, the Madeline of an earlier 
book is rescued from the Seine by 
the dog Genevieve. 


Runners-up are: 

McClosky, Robert, Johnny cake, ho! Vik- 
ing 

Charlot, Jean, illus., When will the world 


be mine? by Miriam Schlein, Wm. R. 
Scott 


Brown, Marcia, illus., Steadfast tin sol- 
dier, by Hans Christian Andersen, 
Scribner 

Sendak, Maurice, illus., Very special 
house, by Ruth Krauss, Harper 


Birnbaum, Abe, Green eyes, Capitol 


Laura Ingalls Wilder will receive 
an award by the Children’s Library 
Association at the Minneapolis con- 
ference in recognition of her great 
contribution to children’s literature. 











IOWA STATE TEACHERS COL- 
LEGE LIBRARY COURSE 


The department of library science 
at lowa State Teachers College, Cedar 
Falls, announces that it will offer six 
separate courses during the summer 
session this year. The courses offered 
are: 

Library Technical Process I, 3 hours credit 

Book Selection Procedures, 2 hours credit 

Library Materials for Children, 5 hours 
credit 

Book Selection II, 2 hours credit 

Teaching the Use of Libraries, 2 hours 
credit 

Library Orientation, 1 hour credit 

The courses will be taught by the 
regular library science instructors, 
Mrs. Ada McLeod and Miss Lauretta 
McCusker. Registration is Thursday, 
June 10, with classes beginning Fri- 
day, June 11. The ten weeks’ session 
will end Wednesday, August 18, and 
there are no Saturday classes this 
year. 

For further particulars, write to 
Mr. Donald O. Rod, head of the de- 
partment. 





THOMAS JEFFERSON LIBRARY 
CLUB HONORED 


Dorothy Thornton, librarian at 
Thomas’ Jefferson High School, 
Council Bluffs, sends a clipping tell- 
ing about the award from Freedoms 
Foundation at Valley Forge, for out- 
standing work for freedom, won by 
the Library Club. The award was 
given for the Colonial Ball sponsored 
annually on Washington’s birthday by 
the Library Club, which has 45 mem- 
bers this year. The first part of the 
program is a colonial pageant and the 
second part a play or pageant por- 
traying some phase of American his- 
tory. 

Miss Thornton plans and directs 
each ball and writes the script. An 
English teacher sponsors the Library 
Club and other departments of the 
school cooperate with them in the 
ball, such as ROTC color guard, or- 
chestra, physical education and home 
economics. A scrap book was sub- 


mitted showing the accomplishments 
of the Library Club. 

A junior girl will go to Valley 
Forge in May to receive the citation 
for the school. 
accompany her. 


Miss Thornton will 


SCHOOL LIBRARY 
STANDARDS RAISED 
Summer Courses at State University 

In 1955, librarians in schools of 500 
enrollment will need to have 15 semes- 
ter hours of library credit. In schools 
of less than 200 pupils, the teacher- 
librarians will need 6 semester hours 
in library education to meet the stand- 
ards set up by North Central As- 
sociation. 

To help meet these requirements, 
the State University of Iowa is offer- 
ing a summer program that carries 
18 semester hours in library training. 
The maximum student load during 
the summer is 8 semester hours. 

The summer courses are: 

Library administration, 3 semester hours 

Reference analysis, 3 semester hours 

Book selection, 3 semester hours 

Ordering, cataloging and organizing library 
materials, 3 semester hours 

Children’s literature, 2 or 3 semester hours 

Introduction to audio visual teaching aids, 

2 or 3 semester hours 

All planning to enroll should write 
to the office of the Registrar for sum- 
mer session catalog, giving informa- 
tion about admission and registration 
which will be June 15. Classes will 
begin June 16 for the eight-week ses- 
sion. 

Inquiries about residence facilities 
should be addressed to Dormitory 
Assignment Office, State University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. For resi- 
dence other than dormitories to Off- 
campus Housing, Office of Student Af- 
fairs, University Hall, Iowa City. 
Additional information may be ob- 
tained from Curtis E. Jenkins, Li- 
brary Education Department, 203 
University High School, Iowa City. 





SUMMER WORKSHOP AT 
STATE UNIVERSITY 


The third annual Library work- 
shop, sponsored by the College of Ed- 
ucation and the University Library, 
will be held June 21 through 25 on 
the campus of the State University of 
Iowa at Iowa City. 

The program will include discus- 
sion of books and book selection for 
young people and for children in the 
areas of social studies, the arts, sci- 
ence, fiction and biography. Sessions 
on the selection of reference ma- 
terials especially usable for young 
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people and for children, use of audio 
visual resources, story telling, and 
book mending also will be offered. 

University credit will be given for 
satisfactory completion of the full 
week’s work. 

Speakers will include Mary K. Eak- 
in, editor of Bulletin for Children’s 
Book Centers at the University of 
Chicago; Dr. Robert H. Anderson, 
superintendent of Park Forest, IIli- 
nois schools; Henry Felsen, Des 
Moines, author of young people’s 
books; Professor Wendell Johnson, 
Professor Ralph Ojemann, who will 
speak on books as an aid to the social 
adjustments of adolescents, Professor 
John Haefner, Professor Mabel Sne- 
daker, Professor Frank Wachnowiak, 
and Professor R. T. Sanderson. In- 
structors are also being recruited 
from high school libraries and public 
libraries throughout the state. 

Housing for the visiting librarians 
will be available in the Iowa Center 
for Continuation Study and many of 
the sessions will be held in this build- 
ing. The reservation fee is $6.25. 

The workshop program for this 
year is entirely different from that of 
other years. Those who have attend- 
ed previously will find this one, with 
its book selection emphasis, a new ex- 
perience in learning and working to- 
gether with others of their profession. 

Mrs. Louane L. Newsome is in 
charge of the program and inquiries 
may be directed to her at the Mathe- 
matics-Physics Library, State Uni- 
versity of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 





PERSONALS 


Dr. Charles H. Brown, who retired 
as librarian of Iowa State College in 
1946, has been selected as one of the 
two top science librarians in the 
nation by editors of “Leaders in Am- 
erican science,” published by “Who’s 
who in American education.” Inclu- 
sion was the result of a poll of 30,000 
American scientists. 

Jene J. Jacobs, manager of the 
Iowa State Education Association Li- 
brary Service for the last 15 years, 
has resigned effective June 30. In 
this way he will be able to wind up 
the year’s activities and prepare the 
annual catalog of books. About 150,- 
000 books were distributed to schools 


and libraries, last year. Mr. Jacobs 
will enter private business. 

Rutherford Rogers resigned his po- 
sition as director of the Rochester 
New York public library to accept po- 
sition of Chief of Personnel of the 
New York City Public Library at 5th 
and 42nd Street. He took over his 
new position January Ist. 

A $250 scholarship in memory of 
Blanche L. Thompson is being offered 
by the Minneapolis Association of 
School Librarians at the library school 
of the University of Minnesota for 
the year 1954-55. 

Applicants must be majoring in 
school librarianship and preference 
will be given to candidates who are 
planning to work in school libraries 
in Minnesota. 

Anyone wishing to apply is invited 
to write to the Director of the Library 
School, University of Minnesota, Min- 
neapolis 14, Minn. 

Miss Thompson was born at Farm- 
ersburg. She was librarian of Jef- 
ferson junior high school in Min- 
neapolis at the time of her death, 
August 2, 1953. 





NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 


Agency—Ruth Johnson has been 
chosen by the PTA to serve as librar- 
ian. Mrs. Constance Teale has been 
obliged to resign because of illness. 

Belmond—The Book Friends club 
wound up its one year experiment 
and both library and club felt that 
the venture was well worth while. 
New volumes were added to the li- 
brary and wider use of the library 
facilities was gained. Books have 
been purchased for the library and 
others have been given from private 
libraries. The community has be- 
come aware of the library, its service 
and its needs. 

Clinton, V. A. Domiciliary—Mary 
E. Disbrow is now chief librarian at 
the V.A. Domiciliary. She has been 
serving as librarian at the West Side 
Research Center, Chicago. 

Council Bluffs — Four workshops 
were held early in March at the li- 
brary. They were attended by ele- 
mentary school principals and faculty 
members who needed training in li- 
brary methods needed for setting up 
libraries in the new schools. 











Eldora—Mrs. Fred Wehrman is the 
newly appointed librarian, succeeding 
Mrs. Doris Kaas Belvanz whose resig- 
nation was effective March 1. Mrs. 
Wehrman resigned from the board to 
accept the appointment. 


Emmetsburg — Mrs. Martha K. 
Haas, lirbarian since 1938, resigned as 
active librarian January 31. Mrs. 
Gladys Scobell has been appointed li- 
brarian. She has assisted Mrs. Haas 
for the last two years. Mrs. Haas will 
continue to work part time until some 
one can be found to take the position 
as assistant. 


Fort Dodge—Constance Anderson 
resigned February 1. Mrs. Grace 
Melroy Gavin has joined the staff as 
assistant to Charlotte Welch. 


Fort Madison—Cattermole Library, 
Fort Madison, Iowa, has undergone a 
complete remodeling program. A one- 
story addition, 28 by 40 feet, has been 
added, partitions removed, new floor 
covering laid, walls painted, wood- 
work glazed, new furniture installed, 
on the first floor. Air-conditioning 
through the entire building. Approxi- 
mate cost of remodeling, $35,000. 

J. Archer Eggen, librarian of the 
Cedar Rapids public library, was ad- 
visor for the project. He suggested 
plans for the remodeling and de- 
signed some of the furniture. 


Hopkinton—The new library has 
moved from the second floor of the 
Community Building to a building re- 
cently purchased by the city for the 
library. So the vision of a group of 
clubwomen in 1944 has become a 
_ Open house was held March 

Keota—The new library building, 
gift of the late R. O. Wilson, has been 
completed and approved by the town 
council. It is hoped that the library 
may be moved in the near future. 


Madrid—A silver tea was held at 
the library April 1 honoring Mrs. 
Trace Embree for her years of serv- 
ice to the community. A portrait of 
Mrs. Embree was presented which 
had been purchased by the M.W.M. 
club. 

Maquoketa—The library celebrated 


its 50th anniversary January 17 with 
open house commemorating the dedi- 


cation of the present building on 
January 19, 1904. 


Mason City — General Hanford 
MacNider has presented a series of 
24 portraits of American authors, 
framed with letters or excerpts from 
letters and original autographs, to the 
library, honoring his mother, Mary 
Hanford MacNider. 

Philip M. Boord is newly appointed 
assistant librarian. He came from 
the Illinois State Library where he 
served as district librarian at Anna, 
Illinois. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois and had his library 
training at Peabody Library School, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 


Perry—tThe action committee for 
the Plant Perry Project selected the 
library as the first project. 


Sioux City—The second annual 
workshop on program planning was 
held at the library March 17, attended 
by approximately 100 presidents and 
program chairmen of groups in the 
county. John F. Schmidt, coordi- 
nator of adult education for the Sioux 
City schools, spoke at the morning 
session. A panel discussion on re- 
sources and techniques followed. The 
afternoon was devoted to four clinics 
and inspection of material displays. 

Storm Lake, Buena Vista College 
—tThe new student library committee, 
selected by the faculty library com- 
mittee, is a pioneer in the field as 
Buena Vista College is the first to try 
the experiment. The student com- 
mittee serves as a liaison group be- 
tween the student body, the faculty 
and the library. 

Swea City—Mrs. Florence Kelley 
resigned her position as librarian 
when she moved to the country March 
1. Mrs. Mamie Sperbeck,, who as- 
sisted Mrs. Kelley, is temporarily in 
charge of the library. 

West Point—Mrs. Vern Schantz is 
the new librarian, succeeding Mary 
Louise Loving, who resigned because 
of her health. 

West Union—The cornerstone of 
the proposed Heiserman library will 
be laid May 8. Work has begun and 
the completion of the building is 
scheduled for October 15. The sum of 
$48,000 is available to the city from 
the Heiserman estate. 
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CHANGES IN LIBRARY BOARDS 


Alden—Mrs. Edith Mae Idso has 
been appointed to the library board 
succeeding Mrs. Mabel Klein. 


Clarence—Reverend Edward Bow- 
ers succeeds Mrs. Henry Fedderson, 
who resigned after serving twelve 
years on the board. 


Dumont—Mrs. Car] Rosenstock has 
resigned from the board after serving 
since 1944. She has been secretary 
since 1946. 


Early—Mrs. C. T. Jackson and 
Mrs. E. J. Hopkins are new members 
of the board, making a nine member 
board. 


Eldora—Mrs. Les Flickinger is a 
newly appointed member of the 
board. 


Laurens—Harold Hitchcock suc- 
ceeds Helen Erickson, resigned. 


Odebolt—Mrs. Mildred Traeder is 
a new member of the library board. 


Orange City—Mrs. F. H. Wezeman 
succeeds Mrs. E. J. G. Bloemendaal. 


Rock Rapids—Leon Pettengill re- 
places Judge O. S. Thomas who re- 


signed after serving as a library trus- 
tee for 19 years and eight months. 


Sheffield—Edwin Kugler and Mrs. 
Kenneth Perry have been appointed 
to fill the vacancies left by the deaths 
of Reuben G. Wolf and Mrs. H. L. 
Carhart. 


Sioux Center—A seven member 
library board has been appointed to 
make plans for the carrying on of 
the library. Bert Broek, Mrs. B. N. 
Mouw, Mrs. Anthony Te Paske, Mrs. 
M. Wallinga, Louis Boeyink, Mrs. 
Gilbert De Stigter, Rich Kroon, Mrs. 
Marine Te Veltrup and Mrs. B. W. 
Hess are the newly-appointed trus- 
tees. Mrs. Mouw was elected presi- 
dent. 





NECROLOGY 


Mrs. H. L. Carhart, library trustee 
of the Sheffield public library died 
January 29. 


W. R. C. Kendrick, state law li- 
brarian since 1947, died March 17 at 
his Des Moines home. He had been 
ill for three months. He was secre- 
tary of the Keokuk Chamber of Com- 
merce before moving to Des Moines. 


George Morris Smith, member of 
the DeWitt library board from 1908, 
when the present building was erect- 
ed, died January 7. 


Anna Wieland, vice president of the 
Gladbrook library board, died March 
16. She was librarian of the Glad- 
brook library from 1928 to 1936 and 
had served on the board since. 


Reuben G. Wolf, member of the 
Sheffield library board, died suddenly 
January 25, following a heart attack. 





To Iowa Librarians and Trustees: 








ILA District meetings are planned 
for the last week in April and the 
first two weeks in May. The dates, 
places, hostesses and chairmen are 
now announced. Every librarian and 


trustee should plan to attend one of 


Your ILA Veep, 


these meetings. 


O. M. Hovde 








RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
DISTRICT LIBRARY MEETINGS 
1954 


— 


OTHER THAN FICTION 


Breihan, Carl W Complete and authentic life of 
Jesse James 
Dutton, Wm. S ; 378.769 
Goodwin, Ruby Doubleday ........ 3.50 301.451 
Gough, Vera Whiteside ......... 2.50 808.5 
Harrer, Heinrich . 915 
Henrichsen, Margaret Houghton ........ 3.00 B 
Highet, Gilbert Columbia .......... 2.75 814.5 
915.42 
629.109 
818.5 
940.54 
Norton 4 150.13 
Sandoz, Mari McGraw ............ 4.50 970.1 
Simpson, Alyse Crowell .............. 3.50 916.762 
Smoller, Leo BI soiecedecccatcestl 3.00 616 
White, T. H SIS cntcsscnieccass 5.00 940.35 


RMS ate oe ee 


SELECTED FICTION 


Arnow, Harriette The dollmaker 

Barney, Helen C Green Rose of Furley 

Darling, Edward How we fought for our schools 

Dodson, Kenneth M 

Forbes, Esther Houghton .......... 3.75 
Giles, Janice Houghton .......... 3.00 
Harris, John The undaunted | 3.00 
Hartog, Jan de The little ark 

Hilles, Helen ' Swift seasons 

Jens, Walter ..... The blind man 

Kane, Harnett T Lady of Arlington 

Kantor, MacKinlay God and my country 

Kent, Louise A . with kitchen privileges” Houghton .......... 3.00 
Michener, James Bridges at Toko-Ri Random .............. 2.50 
Pakington, Humphrey Willoughby Carter esten ................ 3.50 
Parrish, Anne And have not love 

Rennie, Ysabel Blue chip 

Stevenson, Dorothy Five windows 

Stuart, Jesse Good spirit of Laurel Ridge 

Taylor, Rosemary ..............Ghost town bonanza 

Thane, Elswyth Lost general 

Welty, Eudora ...The Ponder heart 

West, Jessamyn Cress Delahanty 

White, Nelia The spare room 

Wylie, Philip RII sina Rinintsscnteseevennaceenmataaneneee Rinehart ............ 3.50 








FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


The Youngest 


Andersen, Hans C Steadfast tin soldier, illus. by 
Marcia Brown 

Bemelmans, Ludwig 

Birnbaum, Abe Green eyes 

Fitch, Florence A book about God 

Krauss, Ruth 

Milhous, Katherine 

Politi, Leo 

Sawyer, Ruth 

Schlein, Miriam 


Bishop, Clare H 

Bro, Marguerite H Doubleday ........ 2.00 
Buff, Mary Magic maize Houghton ........ 3.00 
De Jong, Meindert Hurry home, Candy 

Dick, Trella L Tornado Jones 

Falk, Elsa 

Fenner, Phyllis 

Henry, Marguerite Brighty of the Grand Canyon 

Krumgold, Joseph ............... . . and now, Miguel 

MacGregor, Ellen Miss Pickerell goes underseas 

McNeer, May Mexican story 

Mason, Van Wyck Winter at Valley Forge 

Murphy, Frances S............. Ready-made family 


Rounds, Glen Lone muskrat EEE 2.25 
Sorensen, Virginia Curious missie Harcourt ............ 2.75 


Hall, Marjory Star Island 
Headley, Elizabeth Love, Laurie 
Judson, Clara I ; Theodore Roosevelt; fighting 
patriot 
Malvern, Gladys Dear wife 
Meader, Stephen Sparkplug of the Hornets................Harcourt 
Sterling, Dorothy Freedom train; story of Harriet 
Tubman 
Stolz, Mary 














DO YOU BELONG TO IOWA 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION? 


You can, you know, and you will 
be glad when you are a member. It’s 
the one association that gives an op- 
portunity for most of us to get to- 
gether and talk over our problems. 
Not many of us attend the meetings 
of the American Library Association, 
— when it is as close as Minneapo- 
is. 

Membership in ILA is an added 
incentive for attending the district 
meetings, planned and executed by 
ILA. Here the groups are smaller 
and discussions really down to earth. 

You become acquainted with other 
librarians and trustees, so you stop 
thinking of them as mere names and 
remember how much you enjoyed sit- 
ting next to them at one of the meet- 
ings, or at luncheon. It makes it 
easier to write and ask to borrow a 
book you need, or to find out what 
they do about this and that. 

Several years ago, after we had 
urged membership for all libraries, 
librarians and trustees, we received 
a letter from the library board of a 
small library, taking exception to our 
advice and rebuking us for doing 
something that “smacked of trade- 
unionism.” We are not advocating 
library unions but we do wish librar- 
ians were closer in their interests 
and associations. Being a librarian 
in a small community is often a lonely 
job because there are no others to 
talk things over with. Belonging to 
ILA helps and we hope you will join 
without delay. There is a big year 
ahead. 











